
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 117th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S2533 

Vol. 167 WASHINGTON, MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021 No. 85 

Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
f 

PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Loving God, keep us far from the 

paths of evil. Remind us that You have 
no desire to rain on our parade. In-
stead, You want for us all to experience 
a rich and satisfying life. Give our law-
makers wisdom to avoid the traps that 
cause them to deviate from Your plan 
for their lives. 

Lord, keep them from setting an am-
bush for themselves. May they instead 
listen to Your counsel and walk se-
curely, protected by Your loving and 
prevailing providence. Provide them 
with a passion to choose reverence for 
You and obedience to Your commands 
so that You can use them as peace-
makers for our Nation and world. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Illinois. 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH). Without objection, it is 
so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

SENATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 
the Senate will consider three impor-
tant measures this week. Senators will 
vote on whether to repeal a Trump-era 
rule that made it harder for victims of 
discrimination in the workplace to pur-
sue justice. It is another example of 
the sheer malice, the nastiness of the 
Trump administration. It actively 
sought to make it harder—harder—for 
workers to win employment discrimi-
nation claims. The Senate should re-
verse the Trump-era rule this week. 

Second, the Senate will also vote on 
whether to discharge the nomination of 
Ms. Kristen Clarke from the Judiciary 
Committee. Ms. Clarke would be the 
first Black woman ever to serve as the 
Assistant Attorney General for the 
Civil Rights Division. She is im-
mensely qualified, and I look forward 
to putting her nomination on the floor 
after the Senate takes action this 
week. 

But first, throughout the week—this 
is the third thing, very important as 
well—the Senate will debate a very im-
portant piece of legislation. This 
evening, the Senate will vote on wheth-
er to take up the Endless Frontier Act 
on the Senate floor, a once-in-a-genera-
tion investment in American science 
and American technology. 

Last week, the Senate Commerce 
Committee voted on an overwhelm-
ingly bipartisan basis, 24 to 4, to ad-
vance the bill. The Endless Frontier 
Act will form the core of what will be 
a comprehensive bill to boost Amer-
ica’s ability to compete, innovate, and 
win the technologies of the 21st cen-
tury. 

Over the course of the next week or 
two, the Senate will debate and amend 
the legislation. I look forward to hav-

ing another open and bipartisan 
amendment process, just as we did on 
the Asian hate crimes bill and the bi-
partisan water infrastructure bill. 
There is no reason—no reason—the 
Senate can’t finish our work on this 
important legislation by the end of the 
month. 

Members on both sides of the aisle 
know that decades of Federal under-
investment in science and technology 
have imperiled America’s global eco-
nomic leadership. When we invest in 
science, it inevitably produces millions 
of good-paying jobs. 

So this comprehensive bill will boost 
funding for basic scientific research, 
tech development, and manufacturing. 
It will strengthen our alliances and 
partnerships abroad. It will fortify 
weak spots in our economy, like semi-
conductors, and will ensure that we 
hold the Chinese Communist Party ac-
countable for its predatory economic 
practices. It is a forward-looking, com-
prehensive plan to preserve America’s 
competitive edge. 

The benefits will be manifold. When 
we invest in scientific research, the ef-
fect is diffusive. It helps our univer-
sities, our laboratories, and our busi-
nesses. And, again, it creates new, 
good-paying jobs—millions of them— 
millions of them. So if you are looking 
for the future and our people want to 
have a brighter future and want to be 
assured that their children will have 
better paying jobs than they have, this 
is an answer—one of the most impor-
tant answers we can come up with. 

An American workforce will help 
bring American inventions to the glob-
al market, and the way we have been 
No. 1 in the economy for the last cen-
tury will continue on into this one. So 
I am excited about this legislation. 

Holding the Chinese Communist 
Party accountable for its years of rapa-
cious economic policies and theft of 
American ingenuity will help create a 
level playing field that American 
workers have lacked for decades. 
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Investing in scientific research also 

hardens our national security. We can 
either have a world where the Chinese 
Communist Party determines the rules 
of the road for 5G, AI, and quantum 
computing or we can make sure the 
United States gets there first—few 
things that should bring this Chamber 
together faster than securing another 
century of American leadership than 
this. 

I am proud to have worked with my 
colleagues Senator YOUNG, Chair-
woman CANTWELL, Ranking Member 
WICKER, and others to get this bill to 
the floor of the Senate. And I greatly 
look forward to working with all of my 
colleagues during these next few weeks 
on amending, broadening, and passing 
this legislation before the month is 
out. 

f 

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

one final matter. Tomorrow, President 
Biden will visit an electric manufac-
turing facility in Michigan, where a 
major American auto company is set to 
unveil its new electric—electric—pick-
up truck. 

Tomorrow’s announcement is a sig-
nificant breakthrough. Because it is 
one of the bestselling cars in America, 
the success of an electric pickup could 
hasten our Nation’s transition to a 
cleaner, brighter, and stronger trans-
portation future. 

And personally, I am very happy to 
see the Biden administration put a 
spotlight on zero-emission vehicles. 
This is an issue I have been working on 
for a very long time, and something I 
am passionate about. No matter how 
you look at the data, there is no way 
that America can meet our targets for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
without looking at how we drive. 
Transportation accounts for nearly 
one-third of America’s carbon outlook. 
And while the transition to electric ve-
hicles is already underway, it is pro-
gressing too slowly. 

That is why almost 2 years ago I de-
veloped and introduced an ambitious 
new proposal to rapidly phase out gas- 
powered vehicles and replace them 
with clean cars. All told, the object of 
the plan—called Clean Cars for Amer-
ica—is that by 2040, all vehicles on the 
road should be clean. I am delighted 
that President Biden has put this pro-
posal in his build back America infra-
structure plan. 

Through a mixture of credits and in-
vestments, it would make electric ve-
hicles affordable for all Americans, 
provide incentives to trade in older gas 
vehicles, build the necessary charging 
infrastructure, and, very importantly, 
create tens of thousands of good-paying 
union jobs in automaking, construc-
tion, and battery manufacturing. 

What distinguishes this proposal is 
its ability to unite the environmental 
movement, the labor movement, and 
the large automakers. 

Isn’t that a great thing? We used to 
have the environmental proposals and 

work and union proposals conflict—no 
more because we are taking each oth-
er’s needs into account. This bill has 
already earned the support of the Si-
erra Club, the Natural Resources De-
fense Council, the League of Conserva-
tion Voters, the UAW, and the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, and car manufacturers like 
Ford and General Motors are sup-
portive as well. 

So you have the whole span. Some-
thing like this should pass with a lot of 
votes, I hope. And I was very proud to 
see President Biden put my Clean Cars 
for America proposal at the heart of 
his American jobs plan. 

In recent weeks, the virtue of such a 
plan has been made apparent to mil-
lions of drivers and not just for cli-
mate-saving reasons. The gasoline 
shortages along the eastern seaboard, 
though temporary, revealed, once 
again, that electric vehicles can be 
more reliable. For EVs, the price and 
availability of fuel does not depend on 
the ebb and flow of fossil fuel dis-
covery, the volatility of international 
markets, or panics, like the one we just 
saw. 

On every front—on jobs, American 
economic leadership, protecting the 
planet—transitioning to a clean car fu-
ture provides benefits. In the 20th cen-
tury, America led the way in auto 
manufacturing. If we fall behind on 
electric cars, we will no longer lead the 
way. But this legislation has us staying 
No. 1 and producing lots of good-paying 
jobs—hallelujah. 

So as the President prepares to go to 
Michigan for this important announce-
ment, we should also be talking about 
making a larger scale, ambitious effort 
to speed our country’s transition to 
zero-emission vehicles. Clean Cars for 
America is the way to do it. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

f 

ISRAEL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
yesterday was the deadliest day yet in 
the continued fighting between the ter-
rorist forces attacking Israel and 
Israel’s measured, precise, and defen-
sive response. 

Hamas unleashed another round of 
rocket barrages, intentionally tar-
geting civilian areas all across Israel. 
Israel intensified its campaign to, 
among other specific military objec-

tives, destroy the terrorist group’s un-
derground networks of weapons storage 
and command and control. 

Last week, Hamas’s rocket attacks 
took the life of a 5-year-old Israeli boy. 
And because Hamas, in stark violation 
of the laws of war, intentionally co-lo-
cates its terrorist facilities in civilian 
buildings in neighborhoods, Israeli 
strikes have regrettably led to civilian 
casualties in Gaza. 

No one is glad to see the fighting, but 
we are already seeing some push the 
false narrative that this conflict is a 
tragic dispute between two legitimate 
combatants where both sides share 
blame that is roughly equal—what non-
sense. This yields calls for blanket 
cease-fires and people wagging their 
fingers at both sides. This camp appar-
ently includes some of our own Senate 
colleagues. 

To say that ‘‘both sides’’ need to de-
escalate downplays the responsibility 
the terrorists have for initiating the 
conflict in the first place and suggests 
Israelis are not entitled to defend 
themselves against ongoing rocket bar-
rages. I completely reject this obscene 
moral equivalence. 

Now, the second false narrative is the 
view on the increasingly vocal far left 
that Israel is, to quote one far-left 
Member of the House, an ‘‘apartheid 
state.’’ Another says Israel has per-
petrated ‘‘an act of terrorism.’’ 

Look, this is not a conflict between 
Israel and the Palestinian people. 
Hamas has sought to hijack recent ten-
sions to advance its own narrow, vio-
lent objectives. In that sense, it is a 
conflict between Israel and a terrorist 
rump state in Gaza that uses its civil-
ian population as human shields and 
exploits their suffering for political 
gain. These terrorists set up shop in 
apartment buildings and under press 
offices. They direct rocket attacks 
from the cover of schools and markets. 
In the past, when their operatives have 
been killed, they passed them off to the 
international community as civilian 
victims of Israel. 

Few countries in history spend as 
much effort to avoid civilian casualties 
during war as Israel and the United 
States. We hold our militaries to the 
highest standard. Our Israeli friends 
take pain to defend themselves in ways 
that are responsible and spare the very 
civilians Hamas is willing to sacrifice 
for its propaganda. Israel invests heav-
ily in precision munitions. They spend 
precious time after attacks confirming 
target identification. And listen to 
this: They even provide advance warn-
ing to civilians in Gaza before specific 
buildings are targeted, even when 
doing so means the terrorists may also 
evacuate. 

It is all well and good for President 
Biden to speak with the President of 
the Palestinian Authority, but he holds 
little sway in Gaza. And twice he has 
rejected generous offers from different 
Israeli Governments aimed at estab-
lishing an enduring peace. 

But if the so-called international 
community wants to actually make a 
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